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james E. Fitch

D. Lewis White

One layman's opinion

Knowing how and where not to witness
Most of us have come to be
pretty good experts on the subject
of how and where not to witness
for Christ. As modern, sophisticated, and sensible people, we
have learned that certain methods
of Christian witnessing are crude
and obnoxious, and only turn peopfe off rather than turn people to
Christ.
Or at least that is what I keep
Dr. Grant
thinking I have learned until I continue to hear of persons who became a Christian because of some highly "unorthodox" method of presenting the Good News to a non-Christian.
At the recent meeting of the Baptist World
Alliance Committee on Religious Liberty and Human
Rights, I heard a strange story with a setting in Communist China. It reminded me once again that dignity
and sophistication are not always the unshakable commandments for Christian witnessing. I was told of a
distinguished musician in this officially anti-Christian
country, the first violinist in the Peking National Symphony Orchestra, who had a series of strange encounters with a man in the audience during several
symphony concerts. At certain times during the concert the man in the audience would, without warni·ng,
slip quickly up to the stage and place a piece of paper
in the hand of the first violinist, and then melt back
into the crowd. The slip of paper had a Bible verse on
it. This went on over a period of weeks, with nothing
more nor less than this mysterious handing of notes
to the musician, in each case a Bible verse.
Because of his acquaintance with Premier Chou
En-lai, the violinist was able to leave the country and
go to Hong King. He immediately went to Hong Kong
Baptist College and asked if someone cou ld direct
him to a church where these Bible verses might be
further explained and discussed. The distinguished
violinist found his way into one of the Baptist churches
in Hong Kong and it was not long before he had made
a personal commitment to Christ as Saviour. He has
now dedicated that wonderful musical talent to Christian witnessing in his own special way.
It is stories like this one that help to remind me
that I do not have all truth for all time in the matter
of how to share the Good News about the redeeming
love of Christ. What might seem to be sill y behavior
to some, might simply be an innovative way to gain
attention, in the mind of others. I still do not look
with favor on grabbing a man by the lapels and asking
"Are you saved, Brother?" But who am I to say that
God cannot accomplish a good result even in such a
crude approach?
I have an idea our biggest problem in Christian
witnessing in the nineteen-seventies is that we spend
far more time talking about how not to witness than
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we do talking about how to witness effectivel y. And
the risks are not nearly so great here as they are in
Communist China . Daniel R. Grant, President,
Ouachita Baptist University
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The editor's page _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

What is the function of a deacon?

Editor Sneed

Every Baptist would agree that
a deacon is one of the most important people in a church. Across
the years, ·however, many ideas
have developed as to his role. Some
have viewed him as a church business manager, while others have
seen him as one who keeps the
pastor straig ht . A few have felt that
the system is a way of honoring
outstanding men.

The word deacon in the New
Testament is derived from the Greek word "diakonas,"
meaning "servant." In the time of Paul life was cheap.
A man's power o~ station in society was often
measured by the number of servants he owned. The
word "servant" might be spoken like "leper." But
the word was given a new and lofty meaning by the
inspired men of the early church, for a deacon is a
servant of the most high God.
It is our belief that the seven men appointed in
Acts, the sixth chapter, were deacons although this
name was not specifically assigned to them anywhere
in the scriptures. These men were chosen out of a
definite need. The Greek widows were complaining
that the Hebrew widows were receiving a larger portion of the resources. (Acts 6:1.) The disciples said
that it was not desirable that they would leave off the
proclaiming of God's Word to distribute resources
to these needy. The men functioned well. They solved
the problem of fellowship as well as relieving the load
of the apostles.
By the time of the writing of Philippians, the office
seems to have been well established, for Paul addresses "Al l the saints in Christ jesus which are in Philippi,
with the bishops and deacons." (Phil. 1 :1.) As an heretica l ecclesiastical structure developed, by the end of
the . second century, the deacons' position was
changeq . From the position of lay servant he was
moved to the lowest position of the professional
clergy.
The New Testament gives us great insight into the
office as it outlines the requirements for these dedicated men . A deacon is to be one who is grave. (Serious.) That is, one who has Christian purpose (I Tim.
3:8.) Th is does not imply that he should not enjoy
a good joke. Every pastor agrees that a good sense of
humor helps. He also is to be doctrinally sound (I Tim.
3:9), mature in Christian service (I Tim. 3:10), a man
with a Christian family (I Tim. 3:12), a man of controlled speech (I Tim. 3:8), a man who is temperate
(I Tim. 3:8), and a good steward of his possessions
(I Tim. 3:8.) In short, the requirements for a deacon
are the same as those for a preacher, with the exception of being "apt to teach." (I Tim. 3:2.)
August 30, 1973

Many concepts have developed concerning the
function of deacons. They are often referred to as
the "board of deacons." This conveys the idea of decision making, implying that they should have the responsibility of dealing with the business affairs of the
church. On the other hand, it should be clearly noted
that there are to be no levels of authority in a Baptist
church. Every member is equal to every other member
and the congregation, under the leadership of the
Holy Spirit, must have the final decision in all matters.
We believe the New Testament pattern indicates
that a deacon should be a part of the pastoral ministry
or spiritual team. They would work under the leadership of the pastor to assist the congregation in accomplishing its spiritual objectives. As a part of this endeavor deacons would:
• Assist in promoting the spiritual fellowship of
the church. There is no group who can do more to
strengthen the harmony of a congregation. Usually,
deacons are people who have been a part of the
church for a considerable period of time. They know
the people. They are loved by the members, so they
can assist greatly at this point.
• Assist in proclaimin·g or carrying the gospel.
A deacon should be a witness both in his life and in
his word. Often dedicated laymen can do more in
reaching the lost than can a pastor.
• Assist in caring for the needy in the community. A part of every church's responsibility is to minister to those who have real needs. It is tragic that we
have not always fulfilled our God-given responsibility
at this point. We believe that every deacon's meeting
should provide a time for reporting on the witnessing
and benevolent uCtivities of the deacons.
The office of deacon is an exciting and rewarding
calling. We thank God for the dedicated men who
serve in this capacity. Today we have some of the finest
men we have ever had serving as deacons.

Worth quoting
0 God, in mercy bless us; let your face beam with
joy as you look down at us. Send us around the world
with the news of your saving power and your eternal
plan for all mankind. How everyone throughout the
earth will praise the Lord! How glad the nations will
be, singing for joy because you are their King and
will give true justice to their people! Praise God, 0
world! May all the peoples of the earth give thanks
to you. For the earth has yielded abundant harvests.
God, even our own God, will bless us. And peoples
from remotest lands will worship him. - Psalm 67,
The Living Bible
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I must say ill

A college is not a church
An association is not a church,
neither is a district or a convention.
A board, agency or a commission
likewise cannot be identified as a
church. A ministry, children's home
or student center is not a church .
A college is not a church.
While a college is not a church,
nor any of the above mentioned
entities, it is cut . from the same
Dr. Ashcraft
broad cloth which comprises all
our Baptist fellowship. It is of the
identical material as is our churches. As such a great
part of the purpose, philosophy, and theological iden tity is carried over into the institution. This is good,
normal, right and inevitable. The whole idea of the
church may be couched in one sentence. The business
of the church is to find, · reach, teach, train and send
people. This is the essence of evangelism and missions.
The church remains, however, the only institution
which bears immunity from defeat and wears the
badge of eternal permanence (Matt. 16:18.) While
Matthew 16:18 has not spoken of other institutions

it is of interest to observe that the invulnerability and
permanence of any institution is in direct ratio to the
degree of attachment and identity with the redemptive concerns of Almighty God .
The only real commodity or stock in trade (th ese
terms used for lack of better ones) which the c hurch
has is the message of the atoning grace of our Lord.
Th e church is the custodian of the message of the
atonement, not the atonement. The church's invulnerability and permanence is assured only as its. identity and attachment to this atonement (redemptive
concerns of Almighty God) is real and vital.
Institutions desiring permanence and immunity
from defeat may wish to embrace more realistically
the .redemptive concerns of our Lord. This offers
greater security than financial endowment.
Perhaps this is the reason the churches of Arkansas are making such elaborate provisions for their
two schools .. A college is not a church but is basically
of the same stuff. My reputation as a prophet is on
the line. I predict it will ever be so, hence permanence
and invulnerability is in our horoscope.
I must say it! - Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive
Secretary .

Letters to the editor_
· - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - Revivals ___ _ _
Cooperative revival
I feel that I want to share with you and
possibly with your readers a bit of newsy
information.
I have been an ordained Baptist
preacher for something over 19 years
and have had the privilege of serving
First Baptist Church here at Desha for a
littl e over five years as pastor. During
that 19 years I have heard many people
· ta lk about how God blessed them
during the "good ole days" when the
Baptists and Methodists would get
together in the summer when the crops
were " laid by" and have an old time tent
revival or a brush arbor revival. "But",
they would say, "times have changed."
Well, sirs, let me be one to say that t im es
have changed but God has not changed.
This summer (Aug. 1 thru 8) the First
Baptist Church and the First United
Methodist Church here at Desha came
together. in a joint community tent
revival. The people just met in love and
concern for the lost people and had an
"ole time" revival. There was an average
attendance of 272 people for nine
services. There were 18 people saved
(nine joined the Methodist Church and
nine joined the Baptist Church - by
their choice, God is still not playing
favorites) and 33 rededications .
We didn't · have a "big name"
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evangelist. Bro. Paul Hu sky, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Woost er, was our
preacher. Doctrine wa s no problem. He
just preached Jes us Chri st and Him
crucified . Peopl e prayed , the Holy Spirit
visited, and God gave th e increase. Our
community will feel th e impact of this
meeting for a lon g tim e. I say " Amen" to
the absence of prejudice. -Forrest
Bynum

Prayer calendar
for
Superintendents 'of Missions
Dewey W. Stark .......... Sept. 5
Carey Assn.
Conway H . Sawyers .. . . . .. Sept. 8
Liberty Assn.
Ray W. McClung ·... . .. . . Sept. 12
Pulaski Assn .
james A. Griffin ......... Sept. 14
Concord Assn.
Peter L. Petty ... .. . .. . .. . Sept. 21
Washington-Madi son Assn .
Refus Caldwell .. . ..... . . Sept. 22
Conway-Perry &
Van Buren Assns.
Carroll W . Gibson . ...... Sept . 26
Greene County Assn .

Buffalo Chapel, Sept. 3-9; eva ngelist
will be Russell Pitman, song leader will
be Car l Fielder.
Bellaire Church, july 29-Aug. 5; Harry
Garvin, evangel ist, jim Sadler, music; six
for baptism, three by letter, 30
rededications. Eddie Simpson is pastor.
First, Hoxie, july 22-29; j esse Reed,
evangelist, Herbert "Red" Johnson,
song leader; 10 professions of faith, two
by letter. James Fitzgerald is pastor.
Rosie Church, july 29-Aug. 5; jackie
Thomason, evange li st, three for baptism,
one by letter, one surre nd er to ministry,
eight rededications. Leonard Bunch is
pastor .
Spring River, Hardy, july 30-Aug. 5;
Frank Hall, evangel ist; four professions
of faith, three for baptism.
First, Kensett, july 29-Auk. 5; j ack
Parchman, evangel ist; Thad Hamilton,
song leader; five for baptism, one by
letter. A. W. Upchurch Jr. is pastor.
Bethany, Georgetown, Aug. 5-11; j ac k
Parchman, evange li st, Charlie Cleaver,
song leader; 15 for baptism. W. j . Black is
pastor.
Fitzgerald Church, 'Wynne, Sept. 3-9;
Paul Stender, pastor, First Church,
Corning, will be evangelist, and M. J.
jordan will direct ~he singing.
Forrest Park, Pine Bluff, Sept. 6-9; Pau I
Jackson, Little Rock, will be evange list,
Mrs. Tom Rutherford will be in charge
of the music.
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___ _ ..,..-----______________ Arkansas all over
Arkansan on faculty
of Bible institute
GRACEVILLE, Fla. Baptist Bible
Institute will open Sept. 5, w ith two new
teachers, one as Professor of Religious
Education and another as a co ntract
teacher in Engli sh and speech.
The Professor is James L. Ryan of Little
Rock, who succeeds William G .
Ca ldwell, recently called to work with
the Baptist Sunday School Board,
Nashville, Tenn.
Mrs. George Edens, w ife. of George
Edens, pastor of First Church, Samso n,
Ala., is the new Engl ish teacher.
Ryan ho lds B.A. and M.A. degrees
from Ouachita University and the
M.Div. and M .R.E. d egrees from
Southwestern Seminary. H e expects to
receive the doctor of ed ucation degree
from the Southern Seminary, Louisville,
Ky., in December.
Ryan completed his residency at
Louisville and handed in his dissertation
before moving here ea rli er this month.
While in his two years of grad uate work
there he was pastor of Franklin Street
Church, Louisville, and tau ght classes at
Simmons Bible Coll ege.
Other coll ege and seminary pastorates
were at Holly Springs, and Unity Baptist
c hur c h es in Little Rock a nd
Arkadelphia; and at First Churches of
Walnut Sprin gs, Tex., Foreman, Ark.,
and Eldon, Mo.
Mrs. Ryan, the former Judith Fisher of
Jefferson City, Mo., is a graduate of
Texas Wesleyan Co ll ege. They have two
so ns, jimmy 8, and j effrey, 6.

News about missionaries--Rev. and Mrs. James A. Lunsford,
missionaries to Brazil, have a new
furlough add ress in the States (address:
Star Route 4, Lamesa, Tex. 79331.) He was
born in Paducah, Ky., and also lived in
Jonesboro,· Ark.; Mrs. Lunsford, the
former Jewel Co nway, was born in
Jackso n Co unty, Ok la., and also lived in
Lawton, Okla., an d jon esbo ro Ark .
Before th eir appointmen,t by the Foreign
Mission Board in 1940, he was pastor of
First Baptist Church, O'Donnell, Tex.
Miss Irene Branum, mission ary who
has completed furlough in the States,
was schedu led to depart Aug. 16 for
Korea (address: P.O. Box 76, Pusan,
Korea). A native of Leslie, Ark., she was
appoin ted by the Foreign Mission Board
in 1946. Previously, she was a nurse in St.
Lou is, Mo., and Arkade lphi a, Ark.
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Employee appreciation day
By Dan McKee
Administrator, First. Church, fayeuevi//e

How long has it
been since your
ch urch employees
have been publicly
thanked for thei r
good work? Hey!
Hey! W ell, that's too
long.
September is an
excellent time to
show apprec1at1on
to your employees
McKee
because by then
fo lks have usuall y settled down from
the summer. Also, your church probably
has some new members it acquired
from employment transfers or in other
ways effected by summer moves. These
fo lks need to be introdu ced to the employees of the church.
Employee Appreciation Day can be
as simpl e or as elabo rate as imagination
permits. Usually, ti me in the Sunday
morning worship servi ce is set aside
for public introduct ions. Appropriate
sermon s may be preached encouraging
both church employee and church
member to a better stewardship of the
personnel section of the church budget.
Brief resumes may be printed in the
church paper or similar information
prepared as bulletin inserts. This wi ll
not only make it easier for the church
members to grasp these personnel facts
but it can conserve precious moments
of the worship hour. The pastor should
lead in Employee Appreciation Day
and be responsible for planning the
agenda, but it would not be out of order
to ask applicable supervisory personnel
to make appropriate remarks concernin g employees they supervise.
·
Your church may have on ly one employee or it may have dozens, but each
is an indispe nsable factor on the church
reaching maximum effici ency. Include
the pastor, staff members, secretaries,
custod ians, nu rsery workers, yard keepers and anyone else on th e church payroll rega rdl ess of how much they are
paid. Your church mi ght be surprised
to know how m any employees it has.
Employee Appreciation Day will do
something for you r church. It shou ld
instill a sense of pride in the church
as the church family takes pride in their
employees. Employee Appreciation Day
is a great way to p romote your church
budget, for these people must be monitarily cared for. It will acquaint new
members with those who serve the
church. In · all cases a sp iritual law is

experienced whe n the one who says,
"Thank you" is blessed as much· as the
one who is thanked.
Most churches appreciate their employees, but ma ny church employees
drag on, day after day, attending to
the thankless task of church business,
tak ing complaints and criticism from
most everyone . This ought not to be
so. Believe it or not, church employees
are as much "people" as the church
m embers but many times find no recourse available without repercussion,
and being no less human than the members themselves, they may be consta ntly
searching for new employment.
Employee Appreciation Day also
does something for the employee.
"Thank you" is the best available mo rale
builder. Every church employee needs
to feel important to his task. Church
employees also need an occasional
reminder that t hey serve all the members, not just the pastor and staff.
"Thank you" wi ll almost always inspire
church emp loyees to do a better job.
Further benefits will become evident
once your church has formed the good
habit of properly using those two divin e
words, "Thank you."
Perhaps the greatest good to come
from Employee Appreciation Day is
the good that befalls God's Kingdom
when every ch urch employee is told
publicl y that his particular task is a spiri tual task. All service, whether rendered
by church member or church employee
is esse ntially service rend ered to God
and church membership or church em rloyment is but a vehicle for our service. Each church employee, if he is to
reach premium efficiency, must feel
he is serving God through church employment. He needs to be told publicly
and in private that this service rendered
is just as important to God as preaching
the se rm on. A clean rest room, a welltyped letter and a well-preached sermon all should possess the intent to
glorify our Heavenly Father and to b rin g
men to Christ.
Plan now to have an Employee Appreciation Day in your church soo n.
A few moments of public recognition
may just be the spa rk to ignite prid e,
self-confidence, maximum efficiency
and productivity fn your employees.
Educating the church . to say "Tha nk
you" might just be the greatest benefit.
Try it. You might like it.
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The Southern accent

Our Christian college
everythi ng but that he rea li zes t hat all
As we face the beginning of a new
school year, will you examine with me t ru t h is of God and t hat li fe is to b e
th e question "What makes a coll ege studi ed for what God has to make
known.
Christian?" The answer at Southern
Bapti st College is threefold:
Tw o, the professors are com mitted
One, the curriculum has a founda - Chri sti ans wh o ho ld truth and life to
tion and integration in the Christian
be sacred tru sts. So uther n Bapti st Col faith . At the center of this faith is God . lege is foun ded upon a profo und con as revealed in jesus Christ and the
victi o n of th e trut h of th e Christian
Bible. Neither man nor the natural
reve lati o n and t he aut hority o f th e
world in which he lives can be properly
Bibl e. Because know ledge and life are
held to be intrinsica ll y sacred, the
und erstood without con sidering th e
nature and purposes of God. Facts may
Christi an scholar must be ca reful in
be di scovered and knowledge may
hi s analys is and caut io us in hi s conbe gained, but .the ultimate meaning
clu sion s. He is opposed to dogmatic
of life which enriches daily experience att it u des w hich · i ndi cate closedmust be found in the Creator whose
mind edn ess . The depth of hi s reli gious
creation man and the world are.
faith produ ces co nfi dence o n th e part
Knowledge, like life, consists of many
of th e stud ent and leads to th e greatest
things. Knowledge may remain frag poss ibl e trust in t he ed uca tio nal process
mented and unrelated . The person who
to arr ive at rea lized truth.
is committed to Jesus Christ as Savior
Three, th e Christ ian ethi c und ergi rd s
and Lord has found a unifying center
th e co ll ege as a com muni ty and profor both his knowledge and life, and
du ces a part icu lar quality of livin g and
so has moved from knowledge to wislea rn ing. The d ignity and wo rt h of the
dom. This does riot imply that he knows
in d ivi d ual are now here mo re honored

Woman's viewpoint

Why do we like Peter ~
By Iris O ' N eal Bowen

Mrs. Bowen

Most of us have
some admiration for
Peter. Why? Not because of what he
was, but because of
what he became.
In preparing to
teach her Sunday
School class, Daugh ter No. One made
up an outline on
Peter that expresses
how we feel about

him:
Why I like Peter
He was mouthy ... So am I.
He lacked faith. :.So do I.
He denied Christ. . . I have also
denied Christ.
His faith wa.s wishy-washy ... So is
mine ...
But God used Peter
Peter became a great defender of the
faith ••• In Acts 4, we read how Peter
and John were thrown into prison because of their healing and preaching,
and were brought before the high
priest: Annas then asked them by what
power they had done these things, and
Peter then "preached to them Jesus."
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Ann as co m ma nded them to
mo re in the name of Jesus,
respo nd ed, "For we can not
the thin gs w hi ch we have
hea rd. "

preach no
and Pete r
but speak
see n a nd

Peter was a great preacher at Pentecost ••• Beca use th ey w ere in on e accord, beca use they we re fill ed with
th e Holy Spiri t, because th ey wa ited
till God 's ti me to rece ive t he power,
Pete r and the other discip les we re able
to w itness w ith great pow er. (Wo uld
w e not be ab le to do mo re if we wai ted
till God 's time, all owed the Ho ly Spirit
to fill us and we re all in o ne accord?)
Peter was a great healer of those w ho
suffered ••• In Ac ts 5 w e are to ld how
many si gns and w o nd ers w ere wrou ght
among th e peop le (and aga in th ey w ere
all in on e acco rd.) The pe opl e were so
impressed tha t ma ny beli eve rs w ere
added to th e Lord " . .. in so mu ch th at
th ey brou ght forth the sick into the
streets . . . t hat at t he least t he shadow
of Peter passi ng by mi ght ove rshadow
some of th em."
W e like Peter, not beca use of his
w ea knesses, bu t beca use he overcame
th em!

t han in a Christ ian college. Intellectual
in tegrity and reli giou s compa ssion are
both virtues of hi gh importance. South er n Bapti st Coll ege is Christian in its
com mi tment ahd tri es to be completely
fa ir to stu dents fro m all backgrounds
and sit uat ion s. Th e function of the
Christi an witn ess is persuasive and inviti ng. C hri sti an fa ith is prese nted not
as an acad emic option but as a compellin g c; hoi ce, both taught and demonstrated.
Thi s is your college - committed to
Chri st fo r your service. Support her
w ell! - Lawrence A. Tucker

·staff changes_ __
Lawrence Wayne
Harrison is now
serving
Parkview
Church, El Dorado,
as assistant ' to the
pastor with duties
in music and youth
ministries. He
• comes to the church
from First Church,
Tillar, where he has
served for the past
Harris on
four years. He holds
t he B.A. deg ree from Ouachita University and has studied at Southwestern
Se min ary and th e University of Arkan sas at Monti cello. He will enro ll at Henderson State Coll ege this fall to complete studi es for a masters degree. He
is marri ed to th e form er Donna June
M aso n. Th ey are the parents of three
children.
Marvin E. James has resigned as pastor of W oodl and Heights Church, Harri son , to acce pt th e pastorate of Friend ship Church, Clinton. During his 15
mo nth s se rvin g the Harrison church,
th e church air conditioned the education building, renovated the choir loft,
co mpl eted th e fellowship hall, and
pu rchase d an o rga n.
Seco nd Church, Little 'Rock, has called
Bo b Wrigh,t as associate pastor for outreach. He has se rved the past eight years
as pastor of First Church , Harrison.
Wri ght is a graduate of Ouachita Unive rsity and Southwestern Seminary.
He has se rv ed as pastor of Waldenburg
Church in Ark ansas and of Fairview
Church, Rhome, Tex. He is married to
th e form er Billi e Ruth Garrison. They
are th e parents of two children.

qt
The Cooperative· Program

TAKES NO REST!

ARKAN SAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE

Wall to wall boys and girls; that's what we had in Mitchell
Hall at Ouachita during Older Children's Music Camp. This
group was giving their full attention to a puppet show.

Young musicians' music camp
held on Ouachita ~am pus
Six hundred Young Musicians on one
college campus for three or four days
means plenty of action all the ti me.
That's just what we had at Ouachita Aug.
6-9 at our annual Young Musicians
Camp. Total enroll ment reached 619 for
these singers who will be in grades four
through seven th is school year.
Outstanding work ' was done under
the capable leadership of each of our
choral directors. The fourth graders sang
"Fanfare for t he King" under the
leadership of Mrs. George Vandegrift of
Little Rock. The fifth graders were
directed by Kent jackson, Ministe r of
Music of Trinity Church, Memphis.
Their choral work was "Children of
Bethlehem," a brand new Christmas
cantata for children's voices.
The Sixth graders were directed by
Mrs. Linda Boyd, Associate to the
Church Music secretary in Missouri.
They performed a new musical based on
the Old Testament story of Shadrach,
Meshack, and Abednego, who found it
to be "Cool in the Furnace." This
musical for children's voices was written
by Buryl Red, a native Arkansan.
The seventh graders learned and sang
a series of six anthems under the
leadership of Die~ Ham, children's
music consultant with the Sunday
School Board.
The worship services were capably led
by Morris Ratley of Central Church in .
Magnolia, and Winfred Bridges, of First,
Bentonville. We were thrilled to see 10
boys and girls make professions of faith,
along with 16 others who came recommitting themselves to the Lord.
- Ervin Keathley, Secretary

(Center) Meal time is always a popular
time at Music Camp. If you can imagine
600 juniors in one dining room at one
time, you know there must have been
a little noise and confusion.

Time to change classes. The weather
was warm enough that no one wasted

any time getting from one cool building
to another.

Auguat 30, 1973
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Your state convention at work ___________ ____
State missions depend on Offering
Statistics
a n d Co nvent ion did not share at all in state
figures are not al- mi ssion s except through the Coope raways co nclu sive on
tive Program, which is indeed a vital
any subj ect. They and major source of mission funds.
. may never te ll all
But it ca n't all be done thro ugh th e
,. '
the story, but the Cooperative Program since state missto ry th ey tell ca n sions receives on ly 14.21 cents of eac h
often be quite sob- doll ar given . With record givi ng to the
ering . This is par- Cooperative Program last year, state
ticularly true of last · missions' share was only enough to
yea r' s
record- engage in co nvention-authorized misshatter in g response sion programs for six months - january
Dorris
through Jun e.
to the Dixie j ackson
Work ag reeme nts with the Home
offering to state missions.
Mission Board provided for anot her
Only 546 of the 1192 churches in th e
two months operation July and
Arkansas Baptist State Convention gave
August.
to the offering, but these churches gave
$93,866.46 for an all -t im e hi gh in gifts
In 1972 the 546 churches w ho gave
to state missions, and well above the
"offerings" above t he tith e enab led
$85,000 goal.
t he mi ssio n programs to continue for
Think of it! Less than half the
the rest of the year. Without the Dixie
churches gave nearly $1 00,000 in "over
Jackson offering the M issions Departand above" gifts to this mission ca use.
ment wou ld have turned off the lights
It was a thrilling and notable ach ieveand closed the offices leaving the chapment that resulted in substa nti al ga in s lains, mission center d irectors, many
in all areas of mission endeavor in
sma ll churches and associations without
Arkansas in 1972.
the vital su pport th ey needed to co nNow t he sober in g part: More th an
tinue their mini str ies Sep tembe r
half of the churches - 646 - in the
through Dece mber.

Associational Sunday School
Training Schools '74
Leader training ha s surfaced as the number o ne critica l issue in the churches
of the Southe rn Baptist Conve nti on. Baptist Sunday Sc hoo l Board, State
Sund ay Schoo l Departments, and Associational Sunday Sc hoo l organizations
are m ak in g all out effort to provide help for Sunday Sc hoo l leade rs in the
churches.
·
One avenu e is th e Associationa l Sunday Sc hool Trainin g Sc hoo l. So me plan
ce ntral schoo ls and others plan to have group school s.
Listed below are the assoc iation s that have agreed to plan some type of
school in 1974. Eac h association sets its' own dates . All of these li sted w ill be in
February or March, 1974.
Arkansas Valley
Dardanelle-Russellvi II e
Bartholomew
Faulkner
Boone-Newto n
Green County
Buckner
Harmony
Caddo River
Hope
Ca lvary
Liberty (group schoo ls)
Carey
Littl e River
Caro lin e
Mississippi Co unty
Centen ni al
Pul as ki
Concord
Trinity
Other schoo ls are in the making. The faculty for these schoo ls w ill be trained
at a one-day meeting on )an. 15, 1974. This meeting will be hosted by the State
Sunday Schoo l Department and conference leaders wi ll be from Bapti'st
Sund ay Schoo l Board.
If your association is not li sted, we wou ld like to hea r from you. We want to
help every assoc iatio n to have a schoo l. Write to us. -Do n Coope r - Sunday
Sc hoo l Department
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The appeal this year is to the 646 nonsharing churches to learn about state
mission achievements, to pray effectua ll y for. the workers, to set a worthy
goal for their congregations and to
give to the Dixie Jackson offering.
The statewide goa l is . 999 churches
giving $99,999 to state missions in 1973.
The chu rches who gave last year wi ll
give again, and rejoice in the giv in g
as they learn how God is blessing right
now with souls saved, missions estab lished, churches strengthened, and
many personal and pure ly human needs
being met in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ .
Doesn't it make you want to be a
part of th ose 49 excit in g and spiritual ly
rewarding mi ssion o utreac h ministries
afforded by the state mission program?
Help state mission personnel "put it
all together" for Arkansas Baptists by
support ing the S ason of Prayer and
the Dixie Jackson offering for state missions in September. - R. H. Dorris,
Director, Department of State Missions.

Navy chaplains in Greece
serve many Arkansans
An interesting news item comes to us
from Southern Baptist Chap lain Leo
Stanis, LCDR, of the U.S. Navy. He serves
about 1500 men in Squadron 12, sixth
fleet, USN, p lus their dependents,
stat ioned in Athens, Greece. Chaplain
Stanis says that about 10 percent of those
ass igned to his squadron are Southern
Baptists.
So me of those ass igned to Squadron
12 are from Arkansas. They are MM3
Scott L. Moon, Hensley; GMGSN Jeffrey
Mou lder, Little Rock; GMGSA Ronald L.
Ennis, Texarkana; BM2 Michael C.
Young, Litt le Rock; MMFN Gary A.
Cal lahan, Madison; SA Rodney L.
Wal lace, Stamps; RM3 Richard A.
Zornes, Shir ley; SA Walter L. Key, Caddo
Gap; FA Ronald W. Seay, Bentonville.
Chap lain Stanis is a grad uate o f
So uth easte rn Sem in ary, Wake Forest,
N.C. an·d ente red the Navy Chapla incy
in 1966.
Chap lain Wi lli am M . Str ick land of the
Little Rock Air Force Base has recent ly
been transferred to the Air Force Base in
Athens, Greece .
This is another report of our
missionaries in a great mi ssio n field.
They deserve our prayerful support.
-W il so n Deese
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Wall to wall boys and girls; th at's what we had in Mit ch ell
Hall at Ouachita during Older Children's Music Ca mp. This
group was giving their full attention to a pupp et show.

Young musicians' music camp
held on Ouachi ~ampus
Six hundred Young Musicians on one
college campus for three or four days
means plenty of action all the time.
That's just what we had at Ouachita Aug.
6-9 at our annual Young Musicians
Camp. Total enrollment reached 619 for
these singers who will be in grades four
through seven this school year.
Outstanding work ' was done under
the capable leadership of each of our
choral directors. The fourth graders sang
"Fanfare for the King" under the
leadership of Mrs. George Vandegrift of
Little Rock. The fifth graders were
directed by Kent jackson, Minister of
Music of Trinity Church, Memphis.
Their choral work was "Children of
Bethlehem," a brand new Christmas
cantata for children's voices.
The Sixth graders were directed by
Mrs. Linda Boyd, Associate to the
Church Music secretary in Missouri.
They performed a new musical based on
the Old Testament story of Shadrach,
Meshack, and Abednego, who found it
to be "Cool in the Furnace." This
musical for children's voices was written
by Buryl Red, a native Arkansan .
The seventh graders learned and sang
a series of six anthems under the
leadership of Dick Ham, children's
music consultant with the Sunday
School Board .
The worship services were capably led
by Morris Ratley of Central Church in
Magnolia, and Winfred Bridges, of First,
Bentonville. We were thrilled to see 10
boys and girls make professions of faith,
along with 16 others who came recommitting themselves to the Lord .
-Ervin Keathley, Secretary

(Center) Meal time is always a popular
time at Music Camp. If you can imagine
600 juniors in one dining room at one
time, you know there must have been
a little noise and confusion.

Time to change classes. The weather
was warm enough that no one wasted
any time getting from one cool building
to another.
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BSU Advisory Committee meets at Marble Falls
The
Baptist Student Advisory
Committee attracted 60 persons,
. including wives and children, to its
summer meeting at Marble Falls
recently ..
The meeting opened with a banquet
in the new Convention Center.
Committee members, directors, and
their families heard Dr. Charles Ashcraft, ·
executive secretary of the Arkansas
Baptist State 'Convention,
and
committee chairman Don Moore, pastor
of Grand Avenue Church, Ft. Smith,
express gratitude for student victories of
the past. They also challenged directors
and committeemen to think in terms of
twice as many summer missionaries and
of an associate BSU .Director on each
campus with major responsibility in the
area of campus evangelism. Moore said
the latter was possible by 1976 with the
securing of student-to-student workers,
recent college graduates who would
serve one year with minimum pay to
reach the campuses for Christ. Dr.
Ashcraft was complimentary of Arkansas
BS·U's involvement in the salary of three
BSU directors in Utah .
Conferences were held in the sk i
lodge and reports were heard from Bob
Parker, chairm'an of the finance
committee, Paul Sanders, chairman of
the promotion and communication
committee,
and
David
George,
chairman of the personnel committee.

News briefs _ _ __
•. Plant Church, Clinton, recently
installed new pews, Lord's Supper table,
and pulpit. They also air conditioned
the auditorium. Thomas Simmons is
pastor.
·
• The 50th anniversary of the ordination of Lloyd A. Sparkman was held
Aug. 26 at South Side Church, Pine Bluff.
Sparkman pastored the church from
1937 to 1954 which was his longest pastorate . joining in the celebration were
Mrs. Sparkman and daughte rs, Mrs.
Roald Sorensen of Raleigh, N . C., and
Mrs. H. T. Turner, Corinth, Miss. Sparkman is available for supply and may
be contacted at #5 Fairmont Dr., Little
Rock, where he and Mrs. Sparkman now
make their home .
• A reCeption was held after the
evening worship service Aug. 19, honoring Pastor Padgett C. Cope, and his
family as Cope begins his eighth year
as pastor of Calvary, Little Rock.
• Be~hel Station, Paragould, recently
installed central heating and air conditioning in the church.
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a fund drive.

Committee Chairman Don Moore was
one of the speakers.

The meeting was highlighted with the
disclosure of plans to give a Christian
witness and a portion of the Scriptures
to every college student in Arkansas by
1976 and the sa me witness and Scripture
distribution to eac h hom e in every
college town in Arkansas by the same
date.

Darrell Coleman of Little Rock was
elected chairman of a drive to double
the Student Department's gifts in Baptist
Foundation by the summer committee
meeting of 1974. Coleman, former
Arkansas BSU Director, now works with
IBM . The present investm ent stands at
$6,500.

Darrell Coleman was elected to head

Child Care

. Home for Children adds staff member
Mrs. Eula Armstro ng, Van Buren,
join ed the staff at
the Arkansas Baptist
Hpme for Children,
effective Aug. 15,
as Child Care Worker. In addition to
other responsibilitie s Mrs. Armstrong
will direct the sponsorship program,
Mrs. Armstrong
which is a vital part
of our Child Care ministry.
Working with youth through the
churches · and in her own home has
been a "real job" for Mrs. Armstrong
for many years. She has touched many
young lives with her Christian enthusiasm, sincerity and deep belief in the
worth and potential of eac h individual
life. Mrs. Armstrong earned an associate
of arts degree from Westark Community
College.
Mrs. Armstrong has led conferences
for the state Sunday School Department

as a state-approved worker for youth
for several years. She also has led conferences for youth workers with the
Church Training Department. She has
served as an associational officer for
youth Sunday School work in Clear
Creek Association since 1962. This included .leading. conferences for Vacation Bible School. From 1967 to 1972,
Mrs. Armstrong served as youth director
for First Church, Van Buren.
Mrs. Armstrong, with her husband,
E. 0. Armstrong, and three nephews,
Bill, Chip, and Bruce, will reside on
the campus of the Children's Home.
Armstrong will be employed in the
community.
We are grateful to have the Armstrong family as a part of our child care
team. Mrs. Armstrong states, "I am sure
the most exciting thing in the world is
to be where God wants you to be, and
we are grateful to him for leading us
to the Arkansas Baptist Home for Children."
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Support of Cooperative Program
makes possible support of OBU
Parents of Ouachita
University turns to the cost of college education.
students recently received a letter from
In
comparing information,
my
President Dan Grant, accompanied by a co ll eagues from other state conventions
schedul e of student expenses for the are consta ntly amazed at the fact that my
1973-74 schoo l year.
·
son ca n secure a quality education at a
The schedu le of expe nses indi ca ted a well known and highly respected Baptist
modest increase in tuition and fees, but . university at a total cost far less than
no increase at all in the cost of room and
most of them are paying .
board. Referring to this, two statements
The second statement by Dr. Grant
at the bottom of the expense schedu le
may
be equally unfamiliar to Arkansas
are of great significance.
Baptists.
I would call attention to two
Dr. Grant said, "Ouachita costs
words used in that statement.
continue to be among the lowest of all
The first word is "generous." Arkansas
Baptist senior co ll eges in the nation. This
Baptists provide a higher percentage of
would be impossible without generous,
annual support from the Cooperative Cooperat ive Program gifts for Chr ist ian
Program of the Arkansas Baptist State educat ion than is true of most other
state convent ions. We do not have as
Convention."
It may be that many Arkansas Baptists many institutions as some states, and we
are unaware of the truth of these two do not have as large a budget as many of
statements, but I can personally attest to our sister state conventions. However,
the accuracy of both. My responsibilities the percentage of our tota'l gifts
bring me into frequent contact with
represents a generosity that is prompted
denominational workers from other by a confidence in our schools and a
states. Since most of us have co ll ege-age commitment to the support of Christian
ch ildren, the conversation frequently
educat ion.

The second key word in that second
statement
is "annual."
Ouachita
University, like most Baptist colleges,
receives a large portion of its support
from endowment income, tuition and
fees, private gifts, and special campaigns
(such as the current Ouachita-Southern
Advancement Campaign.) However, the
Cooperat ive Program is a cons isten t and
perennial source of income to the
university, which helps make possible
the quality education our students
receive at a lower tuition cost.
The Cooperative Program does not
usually receive the intensive, aggressive
promotion necessary for a special
campaign, nor does it usually receive the
specia l attention given, and properly so,
to large, individual gifts. Nevertheless, it
is constant ly there, month in and month
out, year after year, in support of
Ouachita University and dozens of other
worthy Christian causes.
Ouachita
University and the
Cooperative Program are both worthy of
the continued support of Arkansas
Baptists. - Roy F. Lewis, Secretary,
Stewardship-Cooperative
Program
Department

OBU-SBC Campaign leaders challenged to work

Leaders in the Ouachita-Southern Advancement Campaign enjoyed dinner in the
Longworth R'estaurant atop the Worthen Bank Building Tuesday evening, Aug. 21.
The purpose of the meeting was to express appreciation to the workers and to
challenge them to finish the task. It was agreed that the Campaign is meeting with
great success, but the victory cannot be claimed until every Arkansas Baptist church
is participating.
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Russell Newport of Springfield, Mo.,
presented
a
repertoire
of so los
including secular, spiritua l, and sacred
music.
Along with
thrilling the
Campaign Leaders with his outstanding
performance, he gave his persona l
testimony of being a product of
Christian Higher Education. Newport
congratulated the people of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention for
their support of the Campaign.
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Church Training

Something new for youth
Baptist

Youth,

a new periodical
designed for all ages of youth, wi ll be
available beginning with the October,
1973, issue.
If you have wished for some familiar
characteristics in
Church Train in g
curricu lum materials for youth, this
periodical may fit your needs.
The se lf-conta in ed periodical of 100
pages will include pupils' materials,
l eaders' guidance material, and
department features. Other features
include dated sessions and a daily Bible
reading guide.
Not more than four sess ion s,
simplified planning procedures, and the
application of Bib le truths will be
stressed.
Emphasis wi ll be given to Baptist
doctrine, youth ministry and witness,
and the development of the Christian
life.
" Th e Baptist Faith and Message"
statement serves as a guideline for

Baptist Youth.
The Baptist Youth Resource Kit will
includ e learning aids to correlate with
suggestions in th e leader's mater ial.
Shou ld the leade r desire to use the kit
rather than to prepare his own lea rning
aids, this will permit him to spend hi s
preparation time in a study of the
guidance material -Ra lph W. Davis

Student works at home for boys
Dear Arkansas BSUers:
After working four weeks at Siloam Spr in gs Baptist Assembly, I began the remainder of my summer work at the New
Life Home in Little Rock . From the noise of hundreds who
attended Siloam to the quietness of the foster parent home
for six boys a b ig adju stment was required . Th e home, which
is sponsored by the Arkansas Guidance Foundation, has ju st
rece ntly moved to its present location in five acres of peaceful
wooded area in the western part of Little Rock. During the
move, all of the boys who were livin g in the old location were
either released to their families or sent back to an agency.
My work at the home, thus far, has included setting up
Willard
the home for the new boys to arrive, helping with work at the
Foundation office, and getting acquainted with the house parents. I've become a
painter, mover, yard worker, furniture restorer, and hou se keeper in two short
weeks.
.
One of the interests of the Foundation is weekly prison worship serv ices at
the state prisons. These informal serv ices are very unique experiences for my Christian life. I was very un easy at first, but soon fe lt God's presence and realized that
even these men need to know God's love. The week ly prison visit enab led me to
see the need for the hom e situation for the boys now before their actions possibly
lead them to correct ion al institution s.
The main aspect of the New Life Home is a Christian atmosphere with parental
guidance that is missing in many homes. During these two weeks, I. have witnessed
many li ves that are torn and destroyed because of past home conditions such as
divorce, separation, or child abuse. I thank God for the Christian home I was raised
in by good Christian parents. By working at the home I have learned that love is
essent ial in the lives of young people. The house parents try to give every boy something that he has never had before, such as a clean bed, clothes, and great food. A
true personal relationship with Christ is th e greatest gift they have to offer.
I have r~al l y enjoyed my work at the New Life Home thus far and am anxiously
awaiting the next two weeks. I believe God led me to this hom e to str'e ngthen my
relationship with Him and others.
Thank you for caring and sha ring through Christ.
Sincerely,
D~vid Willard

(David is serving as one of the Arkansas BSU Summer Missionaries. He has been
at Siloam Springs and New Life Home and is a student at Arkansas State University.)

Clinic is a must for all
Brotherhood leadership
W. ] . Isb ell Jr. will
be one of th e co nference leaders for
th e
Brotherhood
Leaders hip Clinic on
Sept. 28-29, 1973 at
Camp Paron. Dr. Isbell is the director
of the Baptist Men's
Department of the
Brotherhood Commi ss ion .
Dr. Isbell
Before coming to
the Commission Isbe ll served for seve ral
years as director of the Brotherhood
Department of the A labama Bapt ist
Convention.
He was a deacon and active in Broth erhood work while practicing veterinary
medicine before becoming director of
the Brotherhood Department.
Dr. Isbe ll's responsibility as director
of th e Men's Division of the Commission keeps him in close contact with
churches and mi ss ion needs across the
country. Being a lay man he ha s a keen
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in sight· into the possibilities of men
and the ir involvement in the tota l mission picture.
Not only does Dr. Isbell understand
the needs and possibilities of men in
missions, he also has some answers to
in volving men in missions through their
church. Because of his interest in and
concern for people he is constantly
seeking better ways to meet the needs
of the needy through mission activities.
Every Brotherhood director or Baptist
Men's president wi ll be h elped by attending the Leade rship Training Clinic.
Make your plans now to attend. All
assoc iational
Brotherhood
officers
should atte nd . This includes directors,
Baptist Men's leader or president and
Royal Ambassador leaders.
Church Brotherhood officers are
invited and urged to attend. They will
receive much h elpful inform at ion and
in sp irat ion .
The cost for attending the clinic is
nominal, $6 per person. This covers

cost of room, meals and some instructional material s.
Plan now to attend! Make a reservation now ... Prepare to serve the Lord
better.- C. H. Seaton, Director

Observe the Season of Prayer and the
Dixie Jackson Offering for State Missions during September.
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Something new for new church members
By Forrest H. Watk i ns
Baptist Sunday School Board

Being involved in Baptist
Student Union this year has helped
me in many wavs. The most
important thing was that, throu •h
the people I came in contact with
there, I saw that being a Christian
was more than going to church on
Sunday. When I went to the BSU
State Convention it reallY hit me
that even though I'd gone to
ch u rch all my life, I still cou ldn't
ca ll myself a Christian because I
d idn't have a personal relationsh ip
with Christ. It was that weekend at
the convention that I accepted
Christ into m~· life. When I look at
this year, I find it hard to realize
that so much has happened to me;
and yet, when I look ahead and to
all I have left to learn, share, and
experience, I can see that the
d istance I've come is really short
co m pared to how far I st ill have to
go.

Deanna Gobert is a student at
Hende rso n State College.

o.eaths_ _ _ __
Mrs. Dollie Starnes, 69, M cHu e, di ed
Aug . 7. She was a member of Rosie
Church .
Miss Leda Opha Dodson, 77,
Springdale, died Aug . 10. She w as a
charter member of · Caudl e Avenu e
Church .

· J. 0 . Miles, 73, Paragould, pasto r of
Oak Grove Church for three years, d ied
july 13. Durin g his 47 yea rs in t he
ministry he had serv ed 18 c hurches in
Arkansas and on e in Mi ssouri.
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In respon se to num erou s requ ests fo r
a sho rt er trainin g co urse fo r new chu rch
members, new mat eri als will be
availabl e Oct. 1 from th e M ateri als
Se rvice Departm ent of th e Sunday
Sc hool Board.
The new materi als prese nt a fo ur o nehour sess ion approach whi ch may be
length ened to eight sess ion s if a church
desires. Each session includ es a Bible
st udy, creativ e act ivity, sc riptur e
memori zation, and a " how" sess ion on
prayer, Bibl e ·study, or som e oth er
necessa ry subj ect for growth .
Th e themes for th e session s are, "Th e
lordship of Jesus Chri st," "Th e Holy
Spirit," "Th e Church Covenant," and
"My Life and My Church."
Th e new mate ri als includ e:
N ew Church M emb er Trainin g
Workbooks for Adults, You th, and
Old er Children.

New Church Member Tra inin g Guide
for Leaders. Dr. )ames L. Su lliva n,
Pres ide nt of the Sun day School Board,
has wri tte n the reso urce mat er ial for th e
G ui de. The Gu ide also co nta in s
admini st rat ive and enli st ment helps and
teaching plans for the workbooks.
Any size church may use the new
materia ls although the one staff church
is th e target aud ience. The pastor or any
chu rc h leader may use the mater ials by
age gro ups or in co m bi ned classes .
T h e N ew C hur c h
M e m be r
Orientati o n M anua l (Revi sed) and the
pupil and teacher editi o n of In
Covenant for ad ul ts, Be lo ngin g fo r
yo ut h, Promises to Keep for older
children, and A New Co mmitment for
an ungraded class may st ill be secured.
These materials are for a 13 week course
of in st ruction.

Church music

Arkansas/Alaska music mission
Preparation for th e Al as ka Mu sic
Mi ss ion is beginnin g it's fin al stages for
22 men and six wom en from Ark ansas
who plan to go to ass ist th e churches of
Al as ka this fall. Th eir work will ce nter
aro und revival mu sic leadership and
organi zation of musi c programs in the
c hurches, but th ey are making
preparation for help in oth er areas, also.
Th e only probl em at the moment is
that w e need several more men to fill
th e requ ests for lead ership which we
have received from th e Alaskan
churches. .Th ere is still tim e for oth ers to
d ec id e to go. Th e .group will be leavin g
Li ttl e Rock on Friday, O ct. 26; , and will
return on Saturd ay, Nov. 10. This will
give us two full w eeks to se rve.

Churches desi ring informatio n abo ut
se nding their music d irector o n this
mi ssion trip are urged to contact the
state music off ice immed iate ly. The
approx imate cost w ill be $500. W e fee l
t hi s is a wort hy miss io n investment.
O rientatio n and tra in in g fo r this
mi ssio n gro up w as held at Ca mp Paron
on Au g. 27 and 28. A ll en Meeks, State
Mu sic Sec retary for Alaska; John
Chandl er, Mu sic co nsul ta nt f ro m
Nashvill e; and )i m Ti llm an, from our
own stat e co n ~en tio n ; we re on hand to
lea d in training and inspirat io n.
W e covet yo ur p rayers f or this group
as th ey co ntinue t heir preparatio n. Pray
with us t hat God wi ll use the group
mi ghtil y.

BWA sends $1,000
for flood relief

Robert L. Lee, execut ive secretary of th e
Loui siana Ba pt ist Co nve ntion, to aid
victims o f floodin g in Louisiana last
sprin g.
Ca rl W . Till er, BW A ass ociat e
secreta ry, told th e So uth ern Bapt ist
execut ive in a letter, "The money comes
from th e Ba ptists of the w orld, and we
hope that you will let you r peop le know
th at thi s is an exp ress ion of brot herly
con ce rn fr om co ll eagues in d ista nt
pl aces."

W AS HINGTON (BP) When th e
Bapti sts of the world provid e di saster
reli ef throu gh th e Bapti st World
A lli ance, announcement of th at fact
usually conjures up vi sion s of di stant
lands.
But that's not always th e case.
Th e BWA has sent a $1,000 check to
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40th and North Grand Avenue, Ft. Smith
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Following is the program for the State Sunday School Convention:
Monday afternoon

Hymn
Specia l Music

Sept. 24, 1973
2:00

Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Message- "Bus Outreach" . .

Phil Whitten

W elcom e . . .. . . ... . ... . ....... .. .. ... Don Moore
Recognitions- Introdu ct ions- Announcements
The Baptist Book Store ............. Robert Bauman

10 :35

Break- Move to Conferences

11 :00

Age Group Conferences

12:00

Adjourn

*****
Tuesday afternoon
Sept. 25, 1973 ·

Hymn
Specia l Mu sic
Message "Us ing th e Sunday Schoo l
To Reach Peop le" ....

Lawso n Hatfi eld

1:30

Mu sic . . ...... . . . ... . .. . ........ ... . Phil Whitten

2:55

Move to Conferences .

Feature- Training

3:00

Age Group Conferences

An nouncements

General Officers . . .
Adult ....

. ...... D. Lewis White

Young Adult ... . . . .. .
O lder Ch il dren

Special Music

..... Jim Fitch

.... .. . . ... . ... . ...... Elgene Phi llips

Message- "Reaching Young Adults"
2:25

Move to Conferences

........ Mrs . Nell Fu ll er

2:30

Age Gro u p Conferences

Mrs . The lma Arno ld

4:00

Adjourn

Middle Children ..
Younger Chi ldren

Dan Fow ler

Middle & Younger

Sept. 25, 1973

Preschoo lers ............. . ... .. Ada Rutledge
Adjourn

*****

7:00

Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7: 05

Feat ure - "Children's Emphasis" . .. Haro ld Vernon

7: 15

Bible Study- "First Corinthians For Today,

7:30

Spec ial Mu sic

7:35

Message- "The Pastor and

Monday evening

G ifts of th e Spirit" . .

Sept. 24, 1973
7:00

Music .. . . .. . .......... . .. .......... Phi l Whitten

the Sunday School" .....

Feature: "Ac hievement Guide"
Special Music
Message "F irst Corinthians for Today,
The Sexual Revolution" . . . . . . . . . . .
7:55

Move to Conferences

8:00

Age Group Conferences

9:00

Adjourn

Robert Dean

Tuesday morning
Sept. 25, 1973
Phil Whitten

Music
Feature -

"Associational Work" . .. . . . Don Cooper

Announcements
The Baptist Book Store ..... . ..... .. Robert Bauman
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7:55

Move to Conferences

8:00

Age Group Conferences

9:00

Adjourn

Phil Whitten

. ... . .. .. . Robert Dean

. .. . ... .. Anton Uth

*****

*****

9:15

... Jim Fitch

*****
Tuesday evening

Older Preschoolers .. .. ..... . . .... . Nora Padgett

4:00

\

The Baptist Book Store ... . ......... Robert Bauman

. .... . ...... .. . . .. .. Robert Dean

Youth ..

. ... D. Lewis White

Pastor Don Moore, host pastor and h is staff, are making
preparat ions for th e convention. Concord Association Su perintendent of M iss ion s Jam es Griffin and hi s off ice are
mak in g many promotional contacts encoura gin g hi gh attendance from the churches in the area .
Are you ready for the new church year and a· new year
of outreach and teaching through your Sunday Schoo l? Plan
now for People-To-Peopl e Commitment Week. Write me
for add ition al details. Nex t week wi ll di sc uss the Lay Witnessing Campaign and Su nd ay Sc hoo l Rev ival. - Lawson
Hatfield, Sunday Sc hool Dept.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE

The key to effective. leadership
State W M U Leadership Conference
Sept. 6, 1973

10-2:45

Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock

WMU Directors and Assistants ............. . . . . . ... . ... . ... . ..... . ........ Mrs. Wayne Friday
WMU Director/BW Presidents ................ . . . .......... .. . ...... ..... . Mrs. R. E. Hagood
Enlistment and Enlargement
Directors (GIANT STEP) . . .............. . ............ . .... . .. .. .. .. ... Mrs. R. E. Snider
Mission Action Directors,
Chairmen, Group Leaders . . ... . ... ·................... . .. .. .... .. ......... . Mary Hines
Experienced Baptist Women
Presidents .. . .......................... . ................ . .... . ... Mrs. T. Shad Medlin
Inexperienced Baptist Women
Presidents . ... . . .. .... . . . ............ . ........ . . .... ... ... .. ... . . .... Margaret Bruce
Mission Study Chairmen and
Group Leaders .............. ·......... . .......... . .. . ........... . ..... Mrs. Philli p May
Mission Support Chairmen and
Group Leaders ........... . ... ....... . ... ... ................ . ........ . . Mrs. Bob Peek
Baptist Women Members ............................ . . . ....... . . . .. . . . .... . Mrs. Roy Hilton
Baptist Young Women ......... . ................... . ........ . .......... . ....... E. Jane Hix
Acteens. Directors and Leaders .................... . ... . . . . . ... . .... . .......... Betty Jo Lacy
Experienced Girls in Action
Directors and Leaders .. ... .. . .. .. ....... . .... . ..................... Mrs. James Zeltner
Inexperienced Girls in Action
Directors and Leaders ....... . .................. . ............ . ......... . .. Julia Ketner
Mission Friends Directors and .
Leaders ... .. ...... . ............. . .... . ....... . . . ....... . ...... . . . Mrs. Ervin Keathley

Bring a Sack Lunch
Nursery will be provided for Preschoo(ers
August 30, 1973
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RAs storm gateway arc
By Lee Hollaway
ST. LOUIS (BP) Almost 3,000
teenage Pioneer Royal Ambassador
(RAs) and their counselors pledged
themselv es to serve others in Christ's
name with a traffic-stopping, 16-block,
downtown marc h to the Gateway Arch
durin g th e Fifth National Royal
Ambassador Co ngress h·e re.
"Commitment" and "involvement"
were recurring themes throughout the
three -day meeting of 2,967 Southern
Baptist boys and their counselors from
25 states. They echoed throughout the
lyrics of a new mission musical which
premiered at the opening congress
session and in challeng~s delivered by
Glendon
McCLJIIough , executive
director of the Southern Bapti st
Brotherhood Commission, Apollo 15
astronaut
James Irwin, country
comedian jerry Clower and Baptist
entertainer Grady Nutt.
A fast pace, marked by exte nsive use

of multi-media techniques and
numerous musica l groups, was tailormade for boys who tire quickly of long
speeches and traditional approaches.
The entire floor of the massive Keel
Auditorium, as well as the large exhi bit
hall, were used in tell ing the . story of
missions.
The dramatic march to the arch, which
fell in the middle of the congress
program, was led by McCullough,
National RA Director Jay Chance and
Pioneer Department Director Charles
Doggett.
Kept off the sidewalks and in the
street most of the time by parade
marshalls from South Carolina, boys
sometimes broke ranks to give sidewalk
spectators and curious off ice workers a
tract or a bookl et contain ing the gospel
of John.
Other boys hoisted a variety of signs
which told St. Louis citi zens that "our

mission is to tell of j esus' love fo r you "
or advised them to "try Jesus; you 'll like
him."
At the arch, Th e Messengers, an 18member musical group from Memphis,
played and sang "When the Saints Go
Marching In" while the boys knelt in
small groups for prayers of commitment.
After a brief lunch the boys and their
leaders fanned out across the city to
conduct evangelistic ·m eetin gs in parks,
take su rveys for the Key '73 evangelistic
campaign and to witness door-to-door.
" To the Ends of the Earth," the new
musical, used 20-foot high color slides
and dialogue mlxed with nine songs.
Two of the songs, "Not Some Day but
Now," and the title song, "To the Ends
of the Earth," have recently been
published by Broadman Press.
The lyrics to th e musical were written
by Bill O'Brien, Southern Baptist

JOIN THE BIG PARADE - A challenge to involvement in life and Christian m issions
was issued to 3,000 Royal Ambassadors through the words and music of a new mission musical, "To the Ends of the Earth."
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allenged to commitment
missionary to Indonesia; Ed Seabaugh of
the Sout hern Baptist Hom e Mission
Boa.r d; and Rob Sellers, minister of
youth, St. John's Church, Charlotte, N.C.
The musical tells the story of Marc, a
teenage boy who discovers that missions
is more than giving to a Christmas
offering. Marc was portrayed at different
spots around the auditorium by Darrell,
Gerald and Harold Ware, identical
triplets
from Oklahoma
Baptist
University. O'Brien also was a featured
soloi st.
McCullough urged the boys to stay in
the church, but chided church leaders
·for "setting standards they weren't
willing to meet themselves.
"The real need," he said, "is for us to
get in the fight but get in the right fight.
The church needs those who are going
to stay inside and fight."
He noted that in some instances this
might mean enduring the oppos ition of
family, neighbors, or even church
leaders, but he ca ll ed on the boys to
"have the kind of courage to do what
God's pioneers have always been called
on to do."
Former astronaut Irwin, who received
a standing, cheering welcome from the
Royal Ambassadors, told of his trip to

the moon and of feeling the presence of
God there. He also described the work
of High Flight, a non-profit organization
·for sharing Christ which he started a year
ago when he retired from the U.S. Air
Force and the space program.
In the final congress session, Baptist
preacher-turned-entertainer Grady Nutt
reminded the boys of the depth of
Christ's commitment. "What you want
to reap you had better sow. The kind of
maturity you see in Gethsemane,
Golgotha and on the road to Emmausall the places our Lord gave himself must be resident in others too. If you
want to be that mature, you should
begin now to do what you need to do to
get there."
Final registration figures showed the
Georgia delegation in the lead, with 281,
fo llowed by South Carolin·a, 271;
Missouri, 268; Illinois, 223; Kentucky,
219; Texas, 216; Tennessee, 205;
Louisiana 185; Oklahoma, 179; Alabama,
158; North Carolina, 136; Florida, 126;
Virginia, 129; and Mississippi, 105.
Regist ration was scattered among 11
other states.
The national RA Congress, sponsored
by the Brotherhood Comm ission, is held
only every five years.

NEIGHBORHOOD CENSUS - Steve Wooderson, 18, and Michael Houser 13, of
First Church in jefferson City, Mo., share their faith with two boys during a neighborhood census conducted as o ne of the mission activities at the Fifth National
Royal Ambassador Congress. The census was part of the Key 73 evangelistic campaign in the St. Louis area.

Size of witness task
impresses Arkansans
ST. LOUIS - "The big city was
quite an experience for us," Ed
Ball of Eudora Church said as the
Fifth National Royal Ambassador
Congress drew to a close. Two
men from Eudora had brought
eight boys to the Congress.
"Wednesday afternoon we took
part in the mission activities. That's
where the difference between the
small town of Eudora and the big
city of St. Louis really hit home."
Ball said his boys witnessed
door-to-door on a four block
section in mid-town St. Louis.
"They were all apartment
houses. It would have taken us
four weeks to ta lk to everyone. My
boys could witness to a good part
of the town of Eudora without
talking to many more people than
live in this four block area.
"We weren 't used to the kind of
response we got. The boys would
knock on the door several times
with no response many places.
Finally, they wou ld give up and
leave the tracts we brought in the
door. As we left we would notice
the door gradually creep open and
someone would reach out to see
what we had left."
A total of 84 boys and counselors
from Arkansas attended the
Congress.

STAN THE MAN Meeting former
Cardinal great Stan Musial was a fringe
benefit for Glendon McCullough, left.
Brotherhood Commission staff member who took part in pre-game activities
at Busch Memorial Stadium in St. Louis
prior to the Fifth National Royal Ambassi;J.dor Congress.
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just a typically growing boy.
But perhaps the most significant
change came during Alvin's identity
crisis.
Durin g t he winter most of the
neighborhood kids had watched a TV
western movie where the In dians
scalped some sett lers. While playing the
next day, a friend asked Alvin, "since
you're an Indi an, you gonna sca lp me?"
"This rea lly aff ected Alvin," says Don .
"And later during lunch he started
crying - in a way he had never turned
his emot ions loose before. I let him go
to his room and in a few minutes I went
in . He was still in tears and not
speaking."
After Don l earned what had
happen ed, he told Alvin that he should
have accepted the boy's apo logy, and
that he shou ld "never be ashamed of
being an Indian." Don talk ed to Alvin
about Indian pride and heritage; after a
long discussion, Rutledge remembers
that "he perked up and seemed to have
a new sense of dignity."
This dignity kept shining through .
Once Alvin saw a color slide Don had
taken in Wyoming of a statue of Buffalo
Bill Cody. "He killed all o ur buffalo,"
said Alvin.
"He did hi s share, but there were
others.too," respo nd ed Don.
"They did it for mon ey and for fun,"
said Alvin. "You know what we ca ll
these peopl e?"
Don was expecting a strong invective
from the boy whose anger was rising .
"A bunch of palefaces!"
Current Indi an affairs haven't
interested Alvin . He shrugged off the
Wound ed Knee episodes with "they're
not our tribe."
Tribal unity runs strong in Alvin. After
.he finish es .his schooling, he plans to
return to the rese rvation where hi s
fami ly rai ses sheep. "I have lots of
brothers we ca n't break up the
reservation," he says.
Meantim e Alvin has gone home to the
reservation for the summer. Excited
about seeing hi s family again, he won't
concede any plans for next year. The
Rutledges want him back, but Alvin will
only say, "I'll make up my mind when
the t ime comes."
Mark Rut ledge puts th e fami ly's
sentiments into hi s own terms wh en he
says, "It'd be cool to be an Indian."

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS TRAINING KITS
A MUST for the new church year!
Prepared for workers to

Buy now-

Each kit, $7.75
The Adult Training Kit includes:

The Children's Training Kit includes :

TEACHING AND LEARNING WITH ADULTS
IN SUNDAY SCHOOL, $1.00
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE, $1.25
An Introduction to the Bible, Workbook, 45\t
THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, $1 .00
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE,$1.25
How to Study the Bible, Workbook, 45\t
UNDERSTANDING ADULTS, $1.25
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK, $1 .00
Personal Record Folder For Teachers and
Leaders, 15\t

GUIDING CHILDREN,$1.25
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE, $1.25
An Introduction to the Bible, Workbook, 45,
THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, $1 .00
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE, $1.25
How to Study the Bible, Workbook, 45\t.
UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN, $1.25
CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK, $1.25
Personal Record Folder for Teachers and
Leaders, 15\t

The Youth Training Kit includes :
GUIDING YOUTH, $1.25
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE, $1.25
An Introduction to the Bible, Workbook, 45•
THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, $1 .00
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE, $1.25
How to Study the Bible, Workbook, 45\t
UN DE RST ANDING YOUTH, $1.25
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK, $1.00
Personal Record Folder For Teachers and
Leaders, 15\t

RE

The Preschool Training Kit includes :
GUIDING PRESCHOOLERS, $1.25
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE, $1.25
An Introduction to the Bible, Workbook, 45\t
THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, $1.00
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE, $1.25
How to Study the Bible, Workbook, 45\t
UNDE RST AN Dl NG PRESCHOOLERS, $1 .25
PRESCHOOLERS AT CHURCH, $1.25
Personal Record Folder for Teachers and
L.._.;;;L.;;ea;.;d;.;e;.;rs;:,'..;,1;.5f:;..._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.

Be the best Sunday School work you can be. Here are materials prepared by people who
know about your needs-and the needs of those you'll be trying to help,

Description of items in kits:
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK
by Charles R. Livingstone. Recommended ways of
organizing and administering adult Su nday School
...vork. (Conventio,n)

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE
by L . D. Johnson. This book was written to t ell what
kind of book the Bible is, how it came together, what

its unifying themes are, and what it says to us today.
(Convention)
An Introduction to the Bible, Workbook

by LeRoy Ford
THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE
by Herschel Hobbs. A clear presentation of Bapt ist
beliefs based on a statement of faith adopted by the
Southern Baptist Convention . (Convention}

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK
by Robert G. Fulbright and Eugene Chamberlain . A
helpful guide to understanding children - their needs
and character ist ics, guidi ng them in meaningful lea rn ·
ing experiences, showi ng the purposes, plans, grading,
and curricultJm of ch ildren's Sunday School work, and
how to eva lu ate your Ow n eff ectiveness as a teac her.
(Convention)
GUIDING CHILDREN
by Elsie Rives and Margaret Sharp. How to provide
learning experiences through use of art activities,
dramatics, creative writing, music, books, and audio·
visuals. Recipes for dough , paste, and finger paint .
(Convention)
GUIDING YOUTH
by Janet Bunon. A book filled with ideas for the
creative use of methods, for leading discussions,
providing g-owth opportunities, using learning aids,
and planning activities. (Convention)
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
by Olin T. Binkley . Provides recommended methods,
principles of b ibli cal interpretation, a nd helps for
Bible study. (Convention)
How to Study tho Bible, Workbook
by Edward A. Buchanan
GUIDING PRESCHOOLERS
by Florence Hearn. Discusses positive and n egative
ways of gu iding preschoolers and how to use mate ri als
in their learning-Bible, nature materials, pu zz les.
Gives recipes for paste and finger paint. Lists books
for vvorkers to read. (Convention)

1ST

K

study better!
teach better!
work better!

PERSONAL RECORD FOLDER FOR TEACHERS
AND LEADERS
A chart to record information under the following
headings: Activit ies; Enrolm ent ; Attendance; Offering;
Pro spects; Prayer Concerns; Addresses; Phone
Numbers; Birthdates. {Broadman )
PRESCHOOLERS AT CHURCH
by Eugene Chamberlain. Robert A. Harty. and Saxe
Adams. What is your church doing for preschoolers?
What should it be doing? This book discusses objec·
tives, organization, grading, curriculum, and equ ip·
ment for work with preschoolers (birth to school age )
at church. Completely practical, the book includes
many checklisls for determining work done and work
yet to be done, plan sh eets, and a self-evaluati on guide
for Wlrkers. (Convention )
TEACHING AND LEARNING WITH ADULTS IN
SUNDAY SCHOOL
by George F. Wood. To help teachers affirm the value
of teaching thro ugh invo lving lea rners in Bible study
and to discover wa ys of involving adults in app lying
biblical truth s. (Conven tion)
UNDERSTANDING ADULTS
by Lucien Coleman. Jr. Deals with the spir itua l,
psychological, sociologica l, and physical needs of
adu Its. {Convention)
UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN
by Marjorie Stith. A delightful look at children, ages
6-11 to help workers recognize •the language of child's
behavior; understand developmenta l stages and needs
of children; and know how to use discipline as
guidance. (Convention )
UNDERSTANDING PRESCHOOLERS
by Anne Hitchcock Gillil and . What are preschoolers
like? What are their needs? How do they learn? How
do they grow sp iritu ally ? An swe ring these and other
questions, this book suggests conc rete ways of growing
in understanding preschoolers. (Convention)
UNDERSTANDING YOUTH
by T. Garvice and Dorothy Russell Murphree. To help
w:>rkers understa nd youth - how they learn; how they
develop; Wlat t heir pressures, needs, abi liti es, and
int erests are, {Convention)
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK
compiled by Franklin Farmer. Recommended ways of
organizing and adm inistering youth Sunday School
vvork. (Convention )

Buy the kits and save up to 55At Your

4418 South University • Lime Rock, A~ 72204 • (50 t) 568-1130
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OPEN LETTER FROM

Walnut Street Baptist ·church
Walnut and Matthews
Jonesboro, Arkansas

TO

Charles M. Butler
Music- Youth

Derrell Whitehurst
Pastor

Arkansas State University Students
DEAR STUDENTSchedule of Services

ON SUNDAYS:
· 8:30 First Worship Service
9:45 Bible Study (coffee & do-nuts
at 9:30 in College-Career
Dept.)
11 :00 Second Worship Service
6:00 Church

Training

(Pastor-led

seminars for College-Career
Dept.)
7:00 Evening Worship

ON WEDNESDAYS:
6:00 Fellowship Meal
6:30 Missionary Organizations
College-Career Choir
7:30 Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Adult Choir Rehearsal
You may consult the weekly church newsletter for any changes in the above schedule
of services and related activities.

We are glad that you have chosen to come to the university in Jonesboro this year. We are sure that you will enjoy living, during the academic year, in our fine city.

Special Student Activities

•

SPECIAL EVENTS - Regularly
scheduled fellowships, socials,
Get acquainted Banquet (September 9th at noon), and retreats.

•

OPPORTUNITIES to participate
in the College Choir, the Adult
Choir and in various service ministries of the church.

•

DEDICATED WORKERS who are
sensitive to and interested in students and their needs.

We feel that ChrJstian education is a vital part of a total
education. We therefore, feel that every Baptist student
should become Involved in the life of a local Baptist
church In the college community.
With this in mind, our church has made every effort to
be a church where the student can become an active
member and participant. Our ministry to university students provides a staff member with the specific responsibility of directing the program for university students.
In our church you will find a unique program of Bible
study and a completely new ·concept of Christian education. Many students find here a satisfying relationship
with other Christian young people from throughout the
nation.
Let me encourage you to visit with us at the Walnut
Street Baptist Church and consider becoming a member
of our fellowship.
Sincerely,
Derrell Whitehurst, Pastor
P.S. By the way, Walnut Street Church has been the
ASU students' choice for several years.

• . A UNIQUE PROGRAM of ~ible
study and mature, student-centered program of Christian education.
Bus transportation provided at all services
and for related activities. For more information concerning our church you may call
932-2540 Monday-Friday.

A divided church

International

By Paul W. Dodd
West Helena Church

. Sunday's lesson begins a thr ee
month s' ser ies of Sunday School lessons
based on the writings of Paul. Each of
these lessons will be taken from "the
Gospel according to Paul," as recorded
in the books of Romans, 1 Corinthians
and 2 Corinthians. The study is com~
prised of four units, beginning Sunday
with Unit I, "God's Word for a Threatened Church." Other units of study
are: Unit II, "God's Word for the Sinner;" Unit Ill, "God's Word about Sa lvation;" Unit IV; "God's Word about
the Victoriou s Life .." In the cou rs e of
thes~ st~dies~ we shou ld be chall enged
a~d .m~p1red m the practical, day-to-day
diSCiplmes of Christian living.

1 Corinthians was a very real letter,
addressed to a very real church, experiencing some very real problems. Placed
side. by side, the shortcomings at
Connth appear to outweigh the merits .
The church was weakened and threatened by disunity. Dissension and d isharmony were the order of the · day.
Paul appeals to the church members
to strive for unity and 'togetherness"
in their work, and to be perfectly join ed
together through the indwelling presence of Jesu s Christ.

Paul's appeal for unity
(1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 12:20)
Paul appealed to the church members, in the name of the Lord j esus
Christ, to overcome their divisions. He
uses the same urg ent lan guage in making an appeal for unity here, as he did
in urging the Romans to present their
own bodies as living sacr ifices in
Romans 12:1. It is no trifling matter
when the bocjy is diseased and defiled,
whether it be our physical bodies, or
the church which is the body of Christ.
In either case, strength and health need
to be recover ed.
In 1 Corinthians 12:25, Paul writes
"that there should be no sc hism in the
body." The Greek word Paul uses for
"schism" litera lly means a split, tear, or
crack. The church shou ld not be weakened by splits or fractures in its fellowship. Such schisms hinder the purpose
and function s of the church. The famous
Liberty Bell in Indep endence Hall, Philadelphia, was cracked by a stroke of
its clapper at the funeral of Chief justice
John Marshall in 1835. In the course of
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the last 138 years, it's been a fine
museum piece and an interesting attraction, but the crack destroyed its tone,
and it was taken out of service.
Paul admonishes the Corinthian
church to avoid divisions and schism,
and to ring out the good news of jesus
Christ clearly and attractively. Cleavages
within the fellowship of a church always
resu lt in a loss of harmony, and always
distort the sweet, clear strains of that
"o ld, o ld story of jesus and his love."
In many in stances, they render a churc h
powerless and inserviceable.
It's tragic when churches become
useless and ineffective because of
broken fellowship. It's sad when a community knows a church more for its
bickering than for its ministering. It's
unfortunate when church members
spend more time and en~rgy "spreading
the misery" than they do spreading
the Good News. Paul would appea l to
such as these in th e name of the Lord
Jesus Christ to amend the divisions.

Man's hindrances to unity
(1 Cor. 1:11-15; 2 Cor. 12:20-21)
In the final analysis, the basic problem
of human soc iety has always been a
spir itual problem. Sin interferes with
God's ideal for li fe at its best, and "all
have sinned and come short of the glory
of God" (Rom. 3:23.) Because of sin 1
discord and disha.rmony entered into
our lives as unwelcome intruders.
The problem at Corinth, then, was
basically a sin problem. It was a spiritual
problem that had its roots in the very
hearts of the church members. Paul
sa id in 1 Corinthians 1:11 that word
had reached him of "contentions" within the church. There was quarreling,
envy, anger, selfish ambition, backbiting, gossip, co nceit, and unruliness.
(2 Cor. 12:20.) In his first letter, he .
speaks of carnality, fornication, fraud,
drunkenness, heresy, and even incest.
Small wonder that contentions had
arisen in the church! Sin always gives
birth to discord and disruption. Sin
and unity can'not long dwell together

The Outlines of the lntern~tion~l Bible Lesson for
Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted
by the International Council of Religious Education.
Used by permission.

Christi~n

Sept. 2, 1973
1 Corinthians 1:10-15
2 Corinthians 12:19-21
within one church. Division is inevitab le.
If disunity in the Corinthian church
was caused by sin then it was compounded by unrepentance. Paul expressed concern in 2 Corinthians 12:21
that many church members were unrepentant and unconcerned. He was
well aware that the absence of concern
and repentance over sin provided fertile
so il for contention and disunity. Like a
cancerous growth that goes undetected
and untreated, sin would sap the spiritual power and strength of the 'church.
Allowed to spread unchecked, it would
destroy their usefulness. and effectiveness.

God's provision for unity (1 Cor. 1:10)
Paul's appeal to the church family
at Corinth was that they all speak the
same thing, and that they all ow no divi sions among them . From a strict ly
human standpoint, such a request is
idealistic and un attai nable. It could
never be achieved by mere human
institutions.
However, the church is unlike other
institutions in that it is spiritual in nature, and her help is spiritual. {See Eph.
6:10-17.) God's ideals for Christ's church
are super-human, but the resources
at her disposal are supernatural. He
has made supernatura l provision for
unity. Paul points out that the church
should "be perfectly joined together
in the same mind," and this is the mind
of Christ. In Philippians 2:5, Paul wrote:
"Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ jesus." Christ is the common denominator of our thinking, and
we can be perfectly joined together
in the same mind through the supernatural, indwelling presence of Jesus.
In 1 Cor in thians 1:13 Pau l asks "Is
Chri st divided?" Naturally, the answer
is no. In Ephesians 1:23 he identifies
the church as the body of Christ, and
it is just as unthinkable that the church
shou ld ever be divided. It is a serious
thing when divisions within a church
threaten its message and mission. Such
should be rare, indeed, among those
churches where Christ is exalted, and
the word is honored . "How good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity." {Psalm 133:1.)
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Habakkuk: through doubt to joy

Sept. 2, 1973
Habakkuk 1 :2-4;
2: 1-4; 3:17-19

By" Andrew B. Set l iffe
Pulas ki /-/ eight s Church, Little Rock
Doubt is an experience that co mes
to all men. Doubt
ca n be a fru strati 11g
expe ri ence
which
will co nqu er and
enslave one; or, it
ca n be a challengi ng
expe ri ence
whi ch
will ca use one to
find proper so lution s that culminate
Set liffe
in joy .
Joy is so ught by all men. Only as we
submit to the Lordship of Christ ca n w e
find real and las tin g joy . Any other is
tempora l.
In o ur lesso n today, Haba kkuk overcame hi s doubt and ex peri enced real
joy in God.
Habakkuk's name means Embracinf;?.
He does riot teach as other prophets
do. In stead, h e add resses God and questions the ju stice o f divine providence.

Habakkuk complains (Hab. 1:2-4)
We see here the prophet co mpl ai nin g
to God about hi s ow n nat ion being
destroyed, beca use of its wickedness,
by a nation that is m ore wicked. He
ra ises the question: "Why?"
Doubt less Habak kuk had praye d
t im e and aga in abo ut th e plight of
Jud ah . He cri ed out for deliveran ce
fr om vio lence, iniquity, socia l disorder,
and str ife of hi s ow n people.
Th e prophet did not claim th at th e
people o f Jud ah were ri ght eo us. His
claim was that th ey were more right eo us
than the C hald ea ns. Were th ey? In light
of the op portunity th ey had to know
God, to know ri ght, to have a covenant
w ith God; were th ey rea lly more
righteous? The Chald ea ns had rece iv ed
no spec ial knowledge of th e tru e God
and his way.
Are we gu ilty of say in g our nat ion is
righteous? m ore ri ghteo us than our
ene mi es? Have our religious opportunities been grea ter than th eirs? Are
we God's messengers? and are we ful~
fil~ing t he respo nsi bility of God's messe ngers?
Read Habakkuk 1 :2-4 from th e Living
Bible. If this littl e bo ok had bee n written
today, it cou ld not be more up to date.
Can you . write a more co mplete and
descript ive en um era ti o n of th e sins
of our time? Have you not cri ed out
in you r own heart th e sa me plea? Have
you not q uestion ed in your he·art
"Why?"
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God answers Habakkuk's complaint
(Hab. 2:1-4)
Th e proph et tak es his stand ("~et me
upon th e tower") to see whether Jehovah wi ll answer. He felt he had a responsibility to hold or to . lri a time seeth ing
with di so rd er he wou ld not dese rt the
truth of a great heritage. God wou ld
spea k and he wou ld be waiting to hear.
Habakkuk removed himse lf from the
sw irl of dai ly events and found a quiet
place. You ask God your questions. Do
you pu ll. aside to listen? Are you too
bu sy to hear God's answer? Could it
b e that you are afra id to hear God's
answe r? If God answers wil l you recogni ze it? Have you already determined
what God's answer is to be and if it differs w il l you hear? Will you accept God's
answer?
God · spoke to the proph et. · The
answ er was a promise of a vision. He
was instruct ed to write the vision for
clearness and perman ence; and to has ten the message to all the inhabitants.
H abakkuk's responsibi lity was to spread
th e m essage so th at all could hea r and
und erst and. Yes, today we have the
sa m e responsibi lity to hasten the message to all people .
God to ld the prophet to wait ; that
th e answer to his qu estions wou ld come
iri du e time. God's reply to man's ques t ions today may delay but w ill · sure ly
come.
W e are impatient. God says "just be
patient." W e want qu ick and f ina l solution s and w e want them right now. God
says "these things I p lan won't happen
right away." We have · limited vis ion.
God sees all within his appointed time.
God is never late.
Concerning the Cha ldeans, God
point ed out that their evi l way was selfd efeating . Th e sin of se lfish pr ide would
eventually d estroy the Chaldeans.
On the other. hand, the righteous
shal l live by fa ith. It is a little surprising
to find this spiritua l concept in the Old
Testam ent. This is New Testament teaching. Thi s is Pau l preaching. This was
Martin Luther's theme . Habakkuk was
rea lly saying "the just shall live by faith fuln ess. "
Th e Hebrews were a practica l people
who dea lt in concrete terms. They

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and Work
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

talked about the res ults found in the
life of individua ls. By trusting God regard less ·of any and all ex p eri e nc es
which chal lenges one, the right'eous
man wi ll ho ld on in loyalty to God. Thus
shall he live!
'

Habakkuk expresses joy (Hab. 3:17-19)
Habakkuk wa s given a vision of
Chaldea's destruction to the land . Th ey
would leave neither blossom, fruit,
harvest, nor flock. Destruction would
be terr ib le. It would be almost total
However, he had · lea rn ed that God
would punish the Cha ld ea ns in due
time; and in the meantim e he would
rejoice in the God of his sa lvation .
When Habakk~k had drawn close to
God he found tnat he did not have to
have an answ er. This is a resu lt of the
life of fa ith. Probl ems wi ll arise. Answers
will be desired . W e have the ass uran ce
that answers will so me day come. How ever, the closer one draws to God, th e
less he needs to have the answers.
In th e midst of his nation's dark est
hours, Habakkuk found and gave ex pr ess ion to a triumphant faith in God.
Many a Chr istian has ex peri enced similar triumph wh en faced with cris is. A
triumphant faith brings insurmountabl e
joy!
Now what does this mean for us?
What can Habakkuk teac h us about
meeting the prob lems of life?
1. The problem, the trag edy, th e
crisis, regard less of its severity, may
not be the thing that is w eigh ing us
down and wearing us out . It may be
the small amount of faith we have in
God. It may be because we are not tru sting enough!
2. If we draw close to God we wi ll
definite ly find the ·strength to meet
whatever comes our way.
Through the year s we have referred
to the United States as a Christian nation . Although founded upon a desire
for freedom for worship and faith in
God, we know that our nation is not
Christian. More Christian than others?
May be! We are aware th at sin .is rampant in our land. Is it possibl e that God
might use a godless Communistic nation
to punish us for our wrongs?
Ours has been referred tp as an affluent society. Which is a greater h1n -.
derance to Christian faith, times of trou ble and hardship or times of prosperity
and ease? Why?
'
How do you fee l when you see un (Continued on page 23 )
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ethical, un god ly, unlawful peop le go in g
unpuni shed? Do you d espa ir? Do you
allow them to dra g down yo ur faith?
The fact that pu ni shment is delayed
and justice h in dered becomes obvious.
Does that ju st ify in us loss of faith in
God's ju sti ce?
How big a're yo ur doubts? Are th ey a
hind e rance or do they build your faith
in God? Do you have t hat rea l j oy in
Chri st?

A housewife was hav in g difficulty with
her gas bills . It see ms that every month
afte r she m ail ed her check she was
notified that she had se nt e it her too
much money or not enou gh . After a few
months o f this, it appea red she and th e
gas co mpany would never agree o n how
much sh e owed. The problem was finally
so lved when o ne kindly so ul in t h e
compa ny's office checked into th e
payme nts and sent the customer a littl e
handwritten note t hat read: "Please pay
the am o unt. You have bee n paying the
date."

· Clean used ch urch buses

* * *

J & M Motors
Hwy. 65, South
Conway, Ark.
329-6634 or 329-5135

A woman walked into a m ea t market,
pointed to a large stea k and as ked the
price. "Seve n ninety-five," sa id the
butcher .
"How can you tell th e price without
we ighin g it ?" demanded th e woman.
"Lady," rep li ed t he butcher, shak in g
hi s head mournfully, "since I opened up ·
this morning that steak has been
weighed nin e times."

* * *
A pretty yo un g girl was walking down
the st reet, ca rryin g a heavy suitcase in
one hand and dragging a so ldi er' s kitbag
on th e ground with the other. A sai lor
saw he r stru gg lin g alon g and rea li zed
she was hav in g difficulty . with all " her
lu ggage. So he walked up to her and
sa id , "That's not the ri ght way to ca rry a
kitbag, yo u know." He pi cked it up and
put it on he r should er.

* * *

CHURCH FURNITURE

Overheard: Two old lad ies cross in g
aga in st the li ghts: "We shouldn 't have
done that, dear; if "we got kno cked
down we wouldn't have a leg tO •Stand

on ."

At
A

Price
Any Ch~rch Can Afford
WAGONER BROTHERS
MANUFACTURING CO.
Write or Call
Phone OR 5-2468
BOONEVILLE, ARKANSAS
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Attendance report

A smile or two

(Fro m page 22)

* * *
Noah had asse mbl ed all th e animal s
but when mornin g came th e Ark had
di sappea red . "W here did it go" he
as ked th e eleph ant. "It wasn't here
when I awoke," that great anim al
replied. " I can' t see it anywh ere," sa id
the giraffe from hi s va nta ge point. " I
would have guard ed it but I didn't think
anyt hin g would happen," sa id th e li o n .
Then off to o ne side a groan was heard
and th ey turned to see a termite, star in g
down at the ea rth, say in g ove r and over
aga in, " I can't believe I ate the whole
thing, I ca n't believe I ate the whole
thin g."
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FMB hears Uganda report;
appoints 16 missionaries
GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)- A report that
two missionary couples will remain and
continue serv in g in the troubled East
African nation of Uganda and the
appointment of 16 new missionaries
highlighted the meeting of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board here.
The two couples remammg in
Uganda, the G. Webster Carrols and the
jimmy D. Hootens, initiated Southern
Baptist foreign mission work in Uganda.
Four younger couples who had been
living in outlying areas of the country
will leave Uganda for reassignment in
other parts of Africa.
Uganda's recent government ban on a

number of Protestant groups did not
include the Baptist mission or associated
churc hes in the country, reported Davis
L. Saunders, area secretary for Eastern
and Southern Africa. However., a
number of rural Baptist congregations
were mistakenly included by local
officials and refused permission to
worship, Saunders said.
"The missionaries in Uganda have set
a high standard of dedication through
their recent troubled times," said Baker
J. Cauthen, the board's exec utive
secretary.
"They have been aware of strong,
consistent prayer support by Sout hern

$17 million set for USA
missions by Baptists
GLORIETA, N.M. (BP) - Southern
Baptists, through their Home Mission
Board, will spend $17,172,754 in 1974 for
national missions, an increase of more
than $1 million over 1973.
The budget, adopted by the agency's
directors during their summer session at
the Glorieta Baptist Conference Center
here will support a mission force of
more than 2,200 working in every state,
Panama, and Puerto Rico.
Executive Secretary Arthur B.
Rutledge 'said the increased budget will
allow the agency to keep its personnel at
the same level despite inflation and also
make possible some strengthening of its
major programs.
He said some of the added funds will
open new work in church extension, will
meet some special mission needs and
strengthen evangelism efforts, such as
the denomination's new attempt at
evangelism on national television,
"Spring Street, U.S:A."
Major budget expenditures will go for
language missions $3.1 million;
church extens ion - $2 million; social
ministries" - $1.5 million; cooperative
ministries with National Baptists - $.5
million; church loans - $1.9 million;
associational services - $1.3 million;
chaplaincy - $234,955; and interfaith
witness- $499,677.
Rutledge said that the agency is also
making special efforts to use volunteers
requiring little or no funding.
"The laymen have become a key force
within the three major emphases of the
board. Evange lism has act ivated a force
of more than 125,000 lay evangeli sts
through the lay evangelism schools .

Chr istian social ministries depend 90
percent on volunteers for their work,
and ch urch extension en lists the lay
person to lead in Bible fellowships," he
added.
Such volunteers multiply Baptist
mission efforts, he sa id, adding that the
agency also places more than 1,000
student volunteers on the mission fields
of the nation for 10 weeks each summer.
The agency leads Southern Baptists in
implementing a sin gle, uniform witness
program in the nation, especially in
developing a national missions strategy
in cooperation with the Baptist state
conve ntions.
"We seek to estab lish priorities for the
nation and provide for long range
planning and correlation of all the
m1ss1on work which the SBC has
assigned to us," he said.
Rutledge said the funds are provided
for the most part by Baptist churches
through the Cooperative Program, the
unified mission offering, and through
the special offerings for national
missions, th e Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering.
· He said both so urces have made
possible the increase in the budget, and
recent reports of the 1973 Easter offering
show it to be 10.4 percent ahead of last
year with $6,329,504 in hand.
Rutledge expects the offering to
exceed the goal of $6.6 million before
the books close in December.
The balance of the $17 million budget
is provided by investments, special gifts,
ch urc h loans, insurance premiums ana
materials that are sold .

Baptists. In the days ahead their need for
this support will continue to be crucia l,"
he said .
The 16 new missionaries, along with
two reappointments, bring the total
appo in tments during 1973 to 176,
already five more than the tota l
appointed last year.
These appointments, CO\Jp led with a
10 percent increase in incom e from
Cooperative Program and Lottie Moon
Christmas Offerings, represent a stro ng
flow of missionary support amo ng
Southern Baptists according to Jesse C.
Fletcher, director of the board's mission
support division.
Saunders also reported that the C.
Ernest Harveys, who had been awa iting
visas to enter Mozambique since 1970,
have now been granted resident visas.
They moved to the Portuguese staie,
Aug. 1, to begin work with the Baptist
Bible Institute in tourenzo Marques.
Among the new appointees are seven
couples and two single women. They
will serve in six countries.
Appointed as career missionaries were
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus L. (Mark) Driggers
of Trent, Tex ., to Columbia; Mr. and
Mrs. Gary D. Linebarger of Flint, Mich.
to Taiwan; Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. (Bob)
McEachern Jr., of Riverton, Wyo., to
Korea; Mr. and Mrs. Winston W. McNiel
of Tunnel Springs, Ala., to Columbia;
Mr. and Mrs. james E. McPherson of
Hearne, Tex., to Lebanon; Mr. and Mrs.
David H. Roberts of Bradenton, Fla., to
Zambia; Mr. and Mrs. Roy N. Tucker of
Waco ., Tex ., to Mexico, and Miss Diana
L. Hall of Ft. Worth, Tex., to Colombia.

